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Southeast Watershed ForumSoutheast Watershed Forum
EPA Targeted Watershed Grantee for CapacityEPA Targeted Watershed Grantee for Capacity‐‐BuildingBuilding

To build the capacity of communities and To build the capacity of communities and 
organizations to better protect their organizations to better protect their 

land & water resourcesland & water resources



Issues of ConcernIssues of Concern

•• The South has lost more The South has lost more 
forests, farms and open forests, farms and open 
space to sprawl than any space to sprawl than any 
other region of the countryother region of the country

•• Populations are projected to Populations are projected to 
grow by 73% in the South grow by 73% in the South 
Atlantic region and 46% in Atlantic region and 46% in 
the Gulf statesthe Gulf states

•• 34% of all NA fish species 34% of all NA fish species 
listed as endangered, listed as endangered, 
threatened or special threatened or special 
concern are found in the SEconcern are found in the SE

USFWS

EPA



Southeastern Changes: over 5.5 million acres of cropland, 
forests, open land lost to suburban uses  - 1992 – 1997  
(USDA)

Southeastern Changes: over 5.5 million acres of cropland, Southeastern Changes: over 5.5 million acres of cropland, 
forests, open land lost to suburban uses  forests, open land lost to suburban uses  -- 1992 1992 –– 1997  1997  
(USDA)(USDA)

Alabama Alabama 445,300445,300

FloridaFlorida 945,300945,300

GeorgiaGeorgia 1,053,2001,053,200

KentuckyKentucky 354,100354,100

MississippiMississippi 312,600312,600

North Carolina North Carolina 781,500781,500

South CarolinaSouth Carolina 539,800539,800

Tennessee Tennessee 611,600611,600

VirginiaVirginia 467,400467,400



Development Patterns Development Patterns -- Madison County, ALMadison County, AL
Source: Land Trust for Huntsville and North AlabamaSource: Land Trust for Huntsville and North Alabama



Projected Development Projected Development –– 20202020
Source: Land Trust for Huntsville and North AlabamaSource: Land Trust for Huntsville and North Alabama



Land Consumption
1990 Future



A Future Look … 

AtlantaBirmingham Charlotte Charlantingham
?



••Land use effects on water sources Land use effects on water sources 

••Resistance to land use planning Resistance to land use planning 

••Need for training & technical assistanceNeed for training & technical assistance

••Need to build consensus to changeNeed to build consensus to change

••Need to establish working partners & Need to establish working partners & 
leverage limited resourcesleverage limited resources

Major Regional Issues and Needs in the Major Regional Issues and Needs in the 
Next DecadeNext Decade



Education & Special ReportsEducation & Special Reports



Training ResourcesTraining Resources

•• Community Quality Growth TrainingCommunity Quality Growth Training
•• Community Quality Growth Workshop seriesCommunity Quality Growth Workshop series
•• Site Planning Roundtable TrainingSite Planning Roundtable Training
•• Public Facilitation & Conflict ResolutionPublic Facilitation & Conflict Resolution
•• Specialty Training (Specialty Training (TMDL, Floodplain management)TMDL, Floodplain management)

•• 200 communities have reviewed their codes200 communities have reviewed their codes
•• 40 are making changes 40 are making changes 



Southeast Watershed LeadershipSoutheast Watershed Leadership
AcademyAcademy

•• 33‐‐day intensive training in day intensive training in 
tools & techniques to change tools & techniques to change 
land use practicesland use practices

•• ConsensusConsensus‐‐public facilitationpublic facilitation

•• 110 local trainers in 13 states110 local trainers in 13 states

•• Track progress over timeTrack progress over time



Creating a Regional Resource CenterCreating a Regional Resource Center

www.watershedwww.watershed‐‐assistance.netassistance.net





Partnership for Land & Water ProtectionPartnership for Land & Water Protection

Build a regional, webBuild a regional, web‐‐based map & based map & 
database of privatelydatabase of privately‐‐protected land…protected land…

•• To build partners in land & water protection,To build partners in land & water protection,

•• To assist communities in land use planning,To assist communities in land use planning,

•• To provide a baseline to measure land/water To provide a baseline to measure land/water 
protection efforts over timeprotection efforts over time









The Role of the State & Regional The Role of the State & Regional 
Watershed RoundtableWatershed Roundtable



What is a Watershed Roundtable …What is a Watershed Roundtable …

aa program that bring together a program that bring together a 
broad representationbroad representation of stakeholders of stakeholders 
in a in a neutral settingneutral setting to:to:

1.1. foster foster dialoguedialogue,,
2.2. build build partnershipspartnerships and and 
3.3. improve improve water protection & restoration.water protection & restoration.



Roundtables showcase …Roundtables showcase …

••DiverseDiverse stakeholder representationstakeholder representation
••Success stories to Success stories to replicatereplicate
••AActivective, rather than passive approach, rather than passive approach
••FFacilitatedacilitated discussionsdiscussions
••CCommitments to actionommitments to action



Role of State RoundtablesRole of State Roundtables

•• Enhance networkingEnhance networking

•• Encourage working watershed partnershipsEncourage working watershed partnerships

•• Engage local people in the watershed processEngage local people in the watershed process

•• Forge commitments to onForge commitments to on--thethe--ground activityground activity

•• Create a constituency for watershed protectionCreate a constituency for watershed protection



2005 OUTCOMES2005 OUTCOMES
State/Watershed Breakout SessionsState/Watershed Breakout Sessions

•• 34% 34%  Built new partnershipsBuilt new partnerships
•• 37% 37%  Developed new initiativesDeveloped new initiatives
•• 64% 64%  Will change the way we do businessWill change the way we do business
•• 27% 27%  May change the way we do businessMay change the way we do business



Participate in State/Watershed DiscussionsParticipate in State/Watershed Discussions

•• Your ideas are being sought on ways to increase  Your ideas are being sought on ways to increase  
your effectiveness in watershed protection your effectiveness in watershed protection 

•• We’ll share with agencies, especially EPA, as it We’ll share with agencies, especially EPA, as it 
develops a national capacitydevelops a national capacity--building strategy.building strategy.

•• You have a chance to make a difference…You have a chance to make a difference…



Facilitated Breakout SessionsFacilitated Breakout Sessions

1.1. How can you achieve more measurable How can you achieve more measurable 
results in addressing 303d streams?results in addressing 303d streams?

2.2. How can state & federal agencies build How can state & federal agencies build 
capacity to help you achieve better results?capacity to help you achieve better results?

3.3. What action will you agree to do to What action will you agree to do to 
improve your local water quality?improve your local water quality?


